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In  putting  forth  the  religion  of  Secular  Schools  as  a claim  to  their 
participating  in  the  Parliamentary  Grant  for  Education,  the  writer  by 
no  means  concedes  the  right  of  Government  to  insist  upon  religious 
instruction  : he  advances  it  only  to  show  that  under  the  present  regu- 
lations of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  Secular  Schools 
have  at  least  as  strong  a claim  for  aid  as  have  the  Jewish  Schools, 
which  have  received  it  for  some  years;  and  that  in  aiding  them,  and 
refusing  to  aid  Secular  Schools,  the  Committee  are  chargeable  with 
great  inconsistency. 

According  to  the  present  regulations  of  the  Committee,  the  mere 
reading  of  one  and  the  same  verse  of  Scripture  daily,  even  though  that 
verse  be  but  a string  of  names,  will  convert  a secular  into  a religious 
school,  and  would  entitle  the  Manchester  Secular  School  to  some 
,£200.  per  annum ! 


THE  RELIGION  OF  “ SECULAR”  SCHOOLS,  AND 
THEIR  CLAIM  TO  GOVERNMENT  AID. 


There  is  in  England  and  Scotland  a class  of  schools  called 
“Secular”  Schools,  not  because  they  are  anti-religious,  or 
even  non-religious,  but  simply  because  the  Bible  is  not  used 
in  them.  For  this  one  reason,  every  Secular  School  that  has 
applied  for  Goyernment  aid  has  had  it  refused, 'the  distributors 
of  the  Parliamentary  Grant  for  Education  saying  they  “ have 
ilways  required  that  religious  as  well  as  secular  instruction 
shall  be  given  in  schools  receiving  aid  from  that  fund,”  and 
;hat  for  such  religious  instruction  the  use  of  the  Bible  is 
lecessary. 

The  reply  to  this  is,  that  whatever  meaning  the  Committee 
f the  Council  on  Education  may,  in  their  minds,  attach  to  the 
erm  “ religious  instruction,”  they,  by  their  practice,  show 
hat  they  mean  nothing  more  than  such  religious  instruction 
s is  already  given  in  Secular  Schools. 

Now,  if  this  reply  be  valid, — if  in  Secular  Schools  as  much  of 
digious  instruction  be  given  as  the  State  in  any  way  declares 
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to  be  necessary,  they  have  on  this  ground  as  strong  a claim 
upon  the  education  grant  as  have  any  schools.  I hope  to 
prove  their  claim  by  the  answer  I shall  give  to  the  question — 

What  is  the  Religion  of  Secular  Schools  ? 

It  is,  in  addition  to  sound  moral  instruction,  the  production  < 
of  an  intelligent,  profound,  and  abiding  veneration  and  love  for 
God  ; and  consequently  of  such  a reverent,  devotional  frame  of 
mind  as  is  a constant  source  of  the  purest  and  most  elevating 

joy- 

But  how  is  this  done  where  there  is  no  Bible  ? 

The  secular  teacher  does  it  by  directing  the  attention  of  his 
pupils  to  the  evidences  of  God's  infinite  power,  wisdom,  and 
goodness,  which  appear  in  teaching,  among  others,  the  sciences 
of  Physics,  Physiology,  Social  Economy,  and  Morals. 

While  teaching  Physics,  he  calls  attention  to  the  exceedingly 
useful  properties  of  natural  objects  and  agents  ; to  the  perma- 
nence of  these  properties ; to  the  invariable  certainty  with 
which  they  act;  and  to  the  fact  that  the  tendency  of  their 
properties  and  operations  is  beneficent. 

For  example,  he  shows  what  are  the  remarkable  properties 
of  heat  and  of  gravitation,  and  some  of  the  numberless  important 
uses  to  which  they  are  applied  in  art,  science,  and  domestic 
life ; and  his  pupils  at  once  see  that  not  only  much  of  our  daily 
comfort,  but  our  very  existence,  depends  upon  the  uniform, 
unvarying  exercise  of  these  properties,  with  which  God,  in  His 
wisdom  and  goodness,  has  invested  them.  A clear  perception 
of  this,  never  fails  powerfully  to  excite  the  grateful  admiration 
and  wondering  awe  of  the  pupils. 
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Physiology  is  made  to  furnish  even  more  striking  proofs  of 
creative  wisdom  and  goodness  than  these.  The  teacher  shows 
that  every  organ  has  some  useful  function  to  perform,  and  that 
it  is  fitted  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  the  performance  of 
that  function ; and  that  the  organs  and  functions  are  adapted 
to  others,  and  to  the  external  world,  with  surpassing  wisdom 
and  benevolence. 

His  pupils  see  this  in  the  adaptation  of  the  eye  to  the  recep- 
tion and  exclusion  of  light ; — of  the  forms  of  the  muscles  to 
their  situations,  and  of  their  strength  to  the  force  of  gravity ; — 
of  the  skeleton  to  the’  supply  of  firmness,  support,  easy  motion, 
and  ample  protection.  They  see,  too,  how  wonderfully  and  how 
mercifully  the  body  is  provided  with  the  means,  not  only  of 
keeping  its  parts  in  a healthy  condition,  but  of  giving  warning 
of,  and  repairing  injury  as  well.  They  see,  and  gratefully 
acknowledge,  the  beneficent  uses  of  bodily  pleasure  and  pain  : 
sensations  that  deter  them  from  doing  what  is  hurtful,  and 
encourage  them  in  doing  what  is  beneficial  to  their  health. 
Surpassingly  great  do  they  feel  that  benevolence  to  be  which 
has  not  only  provided  us  with  special  sensations,  but  which 
has  so  made  one  of  them — that  of  taste — that  it  shall  accom- 
modate itself  to  the  state  of  the  organs  for  whose  protection  it 
is  in  part  provided,  by  becoming  more  fastidious  as  they  become 
more  delicate. 

Experience  shows  that  the  consideration  of  these,  and  of 
similar  things,  excites  in  children,  as  in  us,  emotions  of  the 
deepest  veneration,  gratitude,  and  love  towards  God,  the  all- 
wise and  all-merciful  Author  of  them. 


Secular  School  teachers  are  peculiar  for  the  extent  to  which 
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they  teach  Social  Economy ; and  in  doing  so,  they  find  they 
have  a peculiarly  powerful  means  of  religious  instruction. 

Mark  how  this  is.  The  teacher  invites  the  pupils  to  a careful 
consideration  of  the  numerous  ways  in  which  men  labour  in  the 
production  and  distribution  of  wealth  ; and  from  studying  them, 
they  learn  the  following  important  and  impressive  facts  : — 

Every  man,  while  labouring  to  advance  his  own  interests,  is 
at  the  same  time — though  quite  unintentionally,  and  often 
unconsciously — advancing  the  interests  of  others,  contributing 
to  the  public  good;  that  men,  so  far  from  permanently  bene- 
fiting themselves  at  the  expense  of  others,  can  do  so  only  by 
doing  good  to  others,  no  matter  y/hat  may  be  the  nature  of 
their  occupation  ; for  God  has  so  interwoven  men’s  interests, 
that  not  only  is  it  true  that  no  man  liveth,  or  can  live,  to  him- 
self alone,  but  also  that  no  man’s  loss  can  be  a real,  permanent 
gain  to  his  fellow-man.  They  learn  that  there  can  be  no 
clashing  of  real  interests  ; that  the  interests  of  all  classes, 
even  the  most  opposite,  such  as  masters  and  men,  and  producers 
and  consumers,  are  concurrent  instead  of  antagonistic ; else 
civilization,  with  all  its  advantages,  would  be  impossible. 
They  learn,  too,  that  national  as  well  as  individual  prosperity 
can  exist  only  where  there  is  peace  and  mutual  benefit. 

My  own  experience,  like  that  of  others,  shows  that  the 
frequent  careful  consideration  of  the  phenomena  of  social  life, 
such  as  those  I have  just  named,  produces  deep  thoughtfulness, 
and  proves  not  only  the  reality  of  God’s  government  of  the 
affairs  of  men — where  least  recognised — but  the  infinite  wisdom 
and  beneficence  of  that  government  also.  As  none  can 
recognise  this  without  having  their  veneration  for,  and  love 
and  gratitude  towards  God  strongly  excited,  the  teacher,  in 
revealing  it  to  his  pupils,  is  influencing  them  religiously. 
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Lastly,  the  Moral  instruction  of  Secular  Schools  is  made  a 
means  of  religious  culture. 

The  pupils  are  taught  that  every  rational  being  has  certain 
moral  duties  to  perform,  and  therefore  they  have  theirs. 
These  duties,  they  are  shown,  are,  to  love  and  obey  their 
i parents;  to  be  honest,  truthful,  kind,  and  obliging  to  all;  to 
restrain  every  inordinate  desire,  and  to  train  themselves  to 
habits  of  cleanliness,  diligence,  punctuality,  self-reliance,  per- 
severance, and  self-respect.  In  dwelling  upon  the  reasons  for 
these  obligations,  and  the  modes  and  consequences  of  discharging 
or  of  neglecting  them,  the  children  have  their  religious  emotions 
strongly  excited  by  the  discovery  of  the  gratifying  fact,  that 
God  has  made  the  full  and  faithful  performance  of  these  duties 
a source  of  profit  and  pleasure  to  the  performer,  instead  of  a 
mere  arbitrary  task. 

This  is  easily  proved  by  reference  to  their  own  short  expe- 
rience, which  has  already  taught  them  how  great  a pleasure  is 
in  store  for  those  who  successfully  resist  temptations  to  lie, 
steal,  or  commit  any  other  immoral  act ; — that  the  pleasures  of 
self -restraint  often  outweigh  those  of  self -indulgence ; — that  few 
acts  of  self-gratification  result  in  such  intense  satisfaction  as 
follows  resolute  self-denial — the  consciousness  of  having  per- 
formed a difficult  duty ; — and  that  a generous  deed  is  never 
performed,  nor  a kind,  sympathising  word  spoken,  that  is  not 
followed  by  a feeling  of  pure,  joyous  satisfaction,  which  far 
more  than  compensates  for  any  self-sacrifice  made  to  perform 
it;  and  that  thus  “ the  quality  of  mercy”  is,  indeed,  “twice 
blessed.” 

Thus,  by  showing  that  God  has  mercifully  made  our  duties 
to  be  pleasures,  the  scholars  have  their  gratitude  and  love  to 
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Him  greatly  increased,  and  they  become  more  devotional,  more 
religious,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery. 

This,  then,  is  the  religious  training  of  Secular  Schools ; it 
leads  the  pupils  to  regard  all  natural  objects  and  operations  as 
God’s  agents  in  working  out  His  all-wise  and  all-merciful 
plans ; it  teaches  them  to  see  His  wonderful  handiwork,  not 
only  in  the  structure,  but  also  in  the  functions  assigned  to  each 
individual  and  class  of  organised  beings  ; it  shows  what  is  not 
generally  so  obvious,  viz.,  that  our  mental  and  moral  natures 
bear  as  decisive  marks  of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  as  do 
our  physical  constitutions ; and  it  shows,  as  I have  before 
stated,  not  only  the  reality  of  God’s  government  of  all  things — 
physical,  organic,  mental,  moral,  and  political— but  the  bound- 
less wisdom  and  goodness  of  that  government  also.  In  a word, 
it  proves  that  an  ever-present  Deity  is  not  a mere  figure  of 
speech,  a poetic  fancy,  but  a grand,  gladdening  reality ; and 
leads  those  so  taught  to  recognise  in  Him  an  all- wise,  all- 
merciful  Father  and  Friend.  It  imbues  them  with  that  pro- 
found, grateful  devotion  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  true 
religion,  and  which  will  ever  be  to  them  an  inexhaustible 
source  of  the  most  elevating  joy,  because  it  is  the  result  of 
careful,  intelligent  inquiry,  and  of  consequent  deep-rooted 
conviction. 

Now  I submit  not  only  that  this  is  religious  instruction,  but 
that  it  is  religious  instruction  of  a high  order.  I could  go 
further,  and  say  it  is  of  a far  better  kind  than  is  often  given 
in  schools  receiving  Government  aid,  and  decidedly  better 
than  can  be  guaranteed  bv  the  present  regulations  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education.  It  is  also  as  much  of 
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religion  as  the  Committee  practically  insist  upon  ; for  it  is  all 
that  is  common  to  the  widely-differing  sects  whose  schools 
share  in  the  education  grant.  Strip  Judaism  of  all  that  is 
peculiar  to  it,  and  nothing  of  religion  is  left  but  what  is  taught 
in  Secular  Schools.  Now  if  Government  considers  the  religion 
of  Jewish  Schools  sufficient  to  establish  their  claim  to  public 
aid,  and  satisfies  that  claim,  as  it  does,  why  should  it  not 
admit  the  at  least  equal  claims  of  Secular  Schools  ? 

Perhaps  some  will  advance  as  a reason,  that  the  religious 
instruction  in  Jewish  Schools  is  given  by  means  of  the  Bible, 
which  is  not  the  case  in  Secular  Schools.  But  for  that  reason 
to  hold  good,  it  must  be  shown  that  such  instruction  is  less 
effective  in  Secular  than  in  Jewish  Schools.  This  cannot  be 
done,  therefore  efficiency  does  not  require  the  use  of  the  Bible. 
Nor  does  expediency ; indeed  that  deprecates  its  use.  At  pre- 
sent, Secular  Schools  are  the  only  schools,  besides  the  Catholic 
Schools,  to  which  Catholic  parents  can  send  their  children 
without  having  their  religious  convictions  outraged  ; and  to 
introduce  the  Bible  into  them,  would  be  to  drive  all  the  Catholic 
children  into  their  own  sectarian  day-schools,  the  Secular  in- 
struction of  which  is  generally  much  inferior  to  that  of  Secular 
Schools. 

I have  thus  shown  what  is  the  religion  of  Secular  Schools. 
If  I have  also  shown,  as  I think  I have,  that  it  is  as  much  as 
the  State  feels  itself  able  to  insist  upon,  I have  proved  their 
claim  to  Government  aid.  The  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  have  repeatedly  rejected  this  claim,  and  by  so  doing 
have  presented  the  anomalous  phenomenon,  the  gross  incon- 
sistency, of  a Christian  Legislature  refusing  to  aid  schools  in 
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which  a course  of  religious  instruction  is  given  which  forms 
an  important  part  of  Christianity,*  and  aiding  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  power  schools  in  which  Christianity,  when  not 
altogether  ignored,  is  taught  to  be  a gross  delusion,  and,  conse- 
quently, Christ  himself  either  a deluded  man  or  an  impostor  ! 

It  is  with  the  belief  that  the  inconsistency  and  injustice  of 
the  regulations  which  favour  Jewish  and  Catholic,  and  dis- 
courage Secular  Schools,  require  only  to  be  generally  known  to 
insure  their  general  reprobation  and  speedy  repeal,  that  I 
present  this  paper  to  your  consideration. 


* The  love  and  fear  of  God. 
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